
   
 

 
 

 

 

  
 

 
 

 

 
 

             
 

  
 

  
 

   
 

   
  
   

 

    
 

 
  

 
           
 

 
 

  
               

 
 
 

  

STATE OF MICHIGAN 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

LANSING 

Special Mobile Equipment Plates 

Legal definition (MCL 257.62): 
‘Special mobile equipment’ means every vehicle not designed or used primarily for the 
transportation of persons or property and incidentally operated or moved over the 
highways, including farm tractors, road construction or maintenance machinery, mobile office 
trailers, mobile tool shed trailers, mobile trailer units used for housing stationary 
construction equipment, ditch-digging apparatus, and well-boring and well-servicing 
apparatus. The foregoing enumeration shall be considered partial and shall not operate to 
exclude other vehicles which are within the general terms of this definition. Although not 
within the general terms of this definition, the combination of a mobile car crusher trailer 
permanently attached to a truck tractor or road tractor shall be considered special mobile 
equipment for purposes of this act. 

A vehicle not specifically listed above can be classified as Special Mobile Equipment, if it 
meets all the following tests: 

1. Not designed for transporting persons or property over the highway 
2. Not used primarily for such purposes 
3. Only incidentally operated or moved over the highway. 

Special Mobile Equipment license plates are issued to specific vehicles and are not 
transferable. To apply for a Special Mobile Equipment plate, submit the following: 

• A completed certification statement, giving the vehicle's year, make, body style, and 
vehicle identification number and certifying the type of use and the approximate 
number of times the vehicle will be driven or moved over the highway annually 

• A photocopy of the vehicle1s title or bill of sale 
• Photographs of the side and rear of the vehicle. Photographs are required only when you 

first apply for the license plates. No new photographs are needed at renewal unless the 
body style has been changed. 

• Proof of Michigan No-Fault Insurance 
• A check or money order made out to the "State of Michigan" for the plate fees. The 

first three plates cost $15 each; additional plates are $5 each. 

Note: These plates are not required on Special Mobile Equipment. The plates are for identification only. Plate 
purchase is optional because Special Mobile Equipment vehicles are not required to display license plates. 

O F F I C E  O F  B U S I N E S S &  I N T E R N A L  S E R V I C E S  
S EC O N D A R Y  C O M PL E X   1 S T  F L O O R   7 06 4  C R O W N E R  D R I V E    LAN SIN G,  M I C H I GAN  48 91 8  

8 8 8 - SO S- M ICH ( 8 8 8 - 7 6 7 - 6 4 24 )  
M i c h i g an . gov /S OS 

https://Michigan.gov/SOS


 

 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

   

 

 

 
 

 

      
  
 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 

SPECIAL MOBILE EQUIPMENT CERTIFICATION 

Owner Information 
Name Michigan Driver’s License Number 

Street Address 

City State Zip Code 

Mailing Address (if different from Street Address) 

Daytime Phone Number 

( ) 
Fax Number 

( ) 
Federal Employer Identification Number (Businesses Only) 

Equipment Information 
Year Body Style Make 

Vehicle Identification Number Approximate # of Times Driven or Moved Over Highway 

______ times per (check one) ☐ Week ☐ Month 

Special Mobile Equipment will be used for the following purpose(s): 

I (we), the undersigned, certify the above information is true to the best of my (our) information. I 
also certify that this equipment will not be used to transport any persons, property, or product 
thereon; and will not be used to tow another vehicle upon the public streets or highways. 

Printed Name __________________________________ 

Signature X __________________________________ Date _____________ 

Mail completed certification to:  Michigan Department of State 
Internal Services Section 
Lansing, MI 48918 

(01/10/2022) 
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